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C. Pre-Survey
Welcome to the Carnegie Foundation Political Engagement Survey!

Your participation is extremely important to us and we hope it will be fun for you. The survey takes about 20-25 minutes.  Some response options continue onto a second page, so please keep looking ahead so you’ll see all possible responses. THANK YOU VERY MUCH!
1) What are the last 4 digits of your Social Security #?  __ __ __ __
(*If you don’t have an SSN, please use the last 4 digits of your most permanent phone number. This information is for research purposes only and will not be used to identify you as an individual.) 

2) How much do you care about each of the following issues? 

	
	1 Not at all
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 A great deal

	1. The economy xcareala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Poverty and homelessness xcareala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. The environment xcareala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. National defense xcareala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Health care xcareala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. International relations xcareala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Racial issues xcareala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Education xcareala
	
	
	
	
	
	



3) Imagine that the figure below is a diagram of you. The middle circle (6) is made up of characteristics that are very central to your sense of who you are as a person. The next circle (5 or 4) is made up of qualities that are quite central to your sense of self, and the outer circle (3 or 2) includes those that are somewhat important to your sense of self. Qualities that are not part of your sense of identity belong outside the circles (1). If a quality seems good or desirable but isn’t an important part of who you are, you should answer “Not central to my sense of self” (1). 

1= Not central to 

my sense 

of self
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6= Very central to my sense of self  

Please think about this figure as you rate these items. Most people will use a variety of answers, rating some qualities as very central and others as less central to their sense of self.  To get a good idea of how you will compare and rate the different qualities, please read all items before you go back to rate each of them.

How important to your sense of who you are is each of the following characteristics? 

	
	1 Not central 

to my sense of self
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Very central 

to my sense of self

	1. Guided by spirituality or religious faith 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Smart or intellectually capable  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Concerned about international issues xpolida
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Fair, unbiased  xmorida
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Willing to stand up for what I believe is right  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Involved in solving community problems  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Creative or imaginative  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Politically involved xpolida
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Compassionate, concerned about all kinds of people xmorida
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.Honest or truthful xmorida
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11. Concerned about government decisions and policies xpolida
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12. Unconventional, nonconformist  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13. Concerned about justice and human rights   
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14. Responsible, someone others can depend on xmorida
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15. Outgoing or sociable  
	
	
	
	
	
	


Your Perspectives on Political Action
7) If you or someone like you had a complaint about a local government activity and presented that complaint to a member of the local government council, how much attention do you think he or she would pay to the complaint? xgovresa
	1 No attention at all
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 A lot of attention

	
	
	
	
	
	


8) If you or someone like you had a complaint about a national government activity and presented that complaint to a member of the national government, how much attention do you think he or she would pay to the complaint? xgovresa
	1 No attention at all
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 A lot of attention

	
	
	
	
	
	


9) There are many ways people try to influence political decisions or outcomes. Here is a list of a few ways. How effective do you think each is in influencing political outcomes? 
	
	1 Not effective at all
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Very effective

	1. Working through political parties  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Raising awareness of issues through discussions xstrinfa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Voting in elections  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Working with community groups xstrinfa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Personally contacting influential people xstratta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Working with issue-oriented or interest groups xstratta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Participating in public protests or demonstrations xstratta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Working to get attention by the press, radio, and TV xstratta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Giving money to a candidate or cause 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Becoming informed about issues in order to influence others xstrinfa
	
	
	
	
	
	



10) Please use the following scale to respond to the statements below: 
	
	1 Very strongly disagree
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Very strongly agree

	1. I feel that I have a pretty good understanding of the political issues facing our country. Xineffa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. I believe I have a role to play in the political process. xineffa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. When policy issues or problems are being discussed, I usually have something to say. Xineffa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. I think that I am better informed about politics and government than most people. Xineffa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. I consider myself well qualified to participate in the political process. xineffa  
	
	
	
	
	
	


11) Working with others, how hard or easy would it be for you to accomplish these goals?: 
	
	1 Impossible to get this done
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Easy to get this done

	1. Getting potholes in your streets repaired 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Solving problems on your campus xefcaa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Getting the town government to build an addition to the local senior center xefina
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Organizing an event to benefit a charity xefcta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Starting an after school program for children whose parents work xefcta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Changing academic offerings or requirements on your campus xefcaa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Influencing a state policy or budget decision xefina
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Organizing an annual clean-up program for a city park xefcta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Influencing the outcome of a local election xefina
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11. Influencing decisions about who teaches on your campus xefcaa
	
	
	
	
	
	


Your Interests
12) Some people seem to follow what's going on in government and public affairs most of the time, whether there's an election going on or not. Others aren't that interested. How often would you say you follow what’s going on in government and public affairs? INTPOLIT
	1 Never
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Most of the time

	
	
	
	
	
	



13) Listed below are some ways that people get news and information. In a typical week, on how many days do you do each of the following? 
	
	Number of days per week

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	1. Read about public affairs and politics in a newspaper (print version or on-line) INTPAPER
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Read magazines like Newsweek, Time, or U.S. News & World Report INTMAGS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Watch the news on television INTNATTV
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Read about public affairs and politics on the Internet INTWEB
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Discuss public affairs and politics with others INTDISCS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


How You Understand Your Political Knowledge and Skills
14) Please rate your knowledge of the following topics: 

	
	1 No knowledge
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 In-depth knowledge

	1. Current national or international political issues, such as those on the front page of major newspapers xkwcurra
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Current local or state political issues, such as those dealt with by city councils or state agencies xkwcurra
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Political leaders and their roles xkwcurra
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Current economic issues xkwcurra
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Organizations that work on social and political problems xkwfouna
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Theories about politics and democracy xkwfouna
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Political institutions and how they work xkwfouna
	
	
	
	
	
	


15) As far as you know, does the federal government spend more on Social Security or foreign aid KNWSPEND

Social security


Foreign aid


About the same on each program


Don't know

Great! You're about 1/3 done now...
16) Do you happen to know which party currently has the most members in the U.S. Senate? KNWPARTY

Democrats


Republicans


Equal numbers of Democrats and Republicans


Don't know

18) Listed below are some general skills that people use in various situations. Please rate how well you can do each: 

	
	1 Cannot do this
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Can do this very well

	1. Articulate my ideas and beliefs to others xskledra
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Reach a compromise xskteama
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Help diverse groups to work together xskteama
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Deal with conflict when it comes up xskteama
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Make a statement at a public meeting xskledra
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Talk about social barriers such as race xskteama
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Assume the leadership of a group xskledra
	
	
	
	
	
	


19) These are some political skills that people use. Please rate how well you can do each: 

	
	1 Cannot do this
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Can do this very well

	1. Recognize conflicting political interests xskanala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Write well about political topics xskanala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Know whom to contact to get something done about a social or political problem xskinfla
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Weigh the pros and cons of different political positions xskanala
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Develop strategies for political action xskinfla
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Organize people for political action xskinfla
	
	
	
	
	
	


Your Civic & Political Involvement and Goals
21) Below is a list of volunteer and community service work that some people have done. For each item, please indicate how often you have done it in the past 4 years. 

	
	1 Never
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Very often- once a week or more

	1. Volunteered for a religious group VLRELIGN
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Volunteered for an environmental organization  VLENVIRO
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Volunteered for a political group, candidate, or official  VLPOLITC
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Volunteered for a community organization involved in health or social services (such as helping the homeless or the elderly)  VLHEALTH
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Volunteered for an organization involved with children or education (such as tutoring)  VLEDUCAT
	
	
	
	
	
	


22) We know that most people don’t vote in all elections. Usually between ¼ to ½ of those eligible actually come out to vote. How often do you vote in local or national elections? 
	
	Not Applicable

(Not 18 during the last elections 

or not a U.S. citizen)
	1 Never
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Always- every election

	1. National elections VOTENAT 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Local elections VOTELOC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


24) To the extent that you are involved in these activities or would consider becoming involved, please indicate how much each of the following reasons influences you to participate in social or political action: 
	
	1 Not an 

important influence
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 A very 

important 

influence

	2. I want to do something about an issue I care about xmimpcta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. It’s a great learning experience xmpersa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. It makes me feel good about myself xmpersa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. By getting involved I can influence what happens in the community or nation xmimpcta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. I get involved when I become upset by something I see happening xmimpcta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. What happens in politics has an impact on my life xmimpcta
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11. I want to further my educational or career goals xmpersa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12. I feel excited or energized by an issue or event
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13. I was inspired by someone I admire
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14. I like working with people who share my ideals
	
	
	
	
	
	


25) Do you belong to any of these kinds of campus or community groups, or have you belonged to them in the past 4 years? 

	
	No, never
	Yes, but in the past
	Yes, currently

	1. Performing arts/music GPARTS
	
	
	

	2. Environmental group GPENVIRO
	
	
	

	3. Religious group GPRELIGN
	
	
	

	4. Organized sports GPSPORTS
	
	
	

	5. Student government GPSTUGOV
	
	
	

	6. Student publications GPPAPER
	
	
	

	7. Subject-oriented group - like Science or French Club GPSUBJCT
	
	
	

	8. Civic or community group - like Big Brothers/Big Sisters or a tutoring group GPCIVIC
	
	
	

	9. Ethnic or racially affiliated group GPETHNIC
	
	
	

	10. Political group or candidates running for office GPPOLITC
	
	
	

	11. College-level honor society GPHONOR
	
	
	


26) Do any of these groups work on social or political issues? GPSOCPOL
 
No
 
Yes
 
27) Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Democrat, Independent, Republican, or something else? PARTYID
 
Democrat
 
Independent
 
Republican
 
Other (please specify) __________________________________
 
Don’t know
28) We hear a lot of talk these days about liberals and conservatives. Here is a scale on which the political views that people hold are arranged from extremely liberal to extremely conservative. Where would you place yourself on this scale? LIBCONS
	1 Extremely liberal
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Extremely conservative

	
	
	
	
	
	


Keep going – You’re half-way finished!

Your Expectations about Future Involvement
29) Below is a list of things that some people do to express their views or take social or political action. In the future, what do you expect that you will do? 

	
	1 Will certainly not do this
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Will certainly do this

	1. Vote in every national election 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Vote in every local election 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Discuss political problems with friends 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Work together with someone or some group to solve a problem in the community where you live 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Contact or visit a public official - at any level of government - to ask for assistance or to express your opinion xfvoice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Contact a newspaper or magazine to express your opinion on an issue xfvoice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Call in to a radio or television talk show to express your opinion on a political issue xfvoice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Attend a speech, informal seminar, or teach-in about politics 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Take part in a protest, march, or demonstration xfvoice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Sign a written or e-mail petition about a political or social issue xfvoice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11. Work with a political group or volunteer for a campaign xfelec
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12. NOT buy something or boycott it because of conditions under which the product is made, or because you dislike the conduct of the company that produces it xfvoice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13. Buy a certain product or service because you like the social or political values of the company that produces or provides it 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14. Wear a campaign button, put a sticker on your car, or place a sign in front of your house xfelec
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15. Give money to a political candidate or cause xfelec
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16. Work as a canvasser going door to door for a political candidate or cause xfvoice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17. Participate in community service or volunteer activities for generally non-political organizations or programs 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18. Be an active member of one or more groups or organizations 
	
	
	
	
	
	


Background Information
30) In your home while you were growing up, how often were political topics discussed? 
	1 Never
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Very often –once a week or more

	
	
	
	
	
	



31) In your high school, how often were political topics discussed? 
	1 Never
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6 Very often –once a week or more

	
	
	
	
	
	


(Terrific – You’re now at the final section of the survey!)
32) Did your parents get a daily newspaper at home when you were growing up? 

 
No
 
Yes
 
Don’t know


33) From what you remember growing up, did anyone in your household spend time volunteering? 

 
No
 
Yes
 
Don’t know
34) From what you remember growing up, how often did your parents vote in elections? 

 
Not at all
 
Rarely
 
Most elections

 
Every election
 
Don’t know

35) Have any of your other college or graduate classes ever required you to keep up with politics or government, either by reading the newspaper, watching TV, or going on the Internet? 

 
No
 
Yes

36) What college or university do you attend? _______________________________________
37) What is your current student classification in college or graduate school? 

 
Freshman/First-year undergraduate
 
Sophomore
 
Junior


 
Senior
 
Graduate student (please specify degree & year, such as 1st yr MA) __________________________
 
Unclassified


38) Which of the following best describes your major or graduate program? (If you have an expected major, please indicate that, even if you haven't yet declared it.) 


Graduate program (please specify) _________________________________

Anthropology

Business/Marketing

Communications

Computer science

Economics

Education

Engineering

English

Environmental studies

Ethnic, cultural, area studies (please specify) __________________________________

Foreign languages and literature

Health-related fields (nursing, physical therapy)

History

Interdisciplinary studies (please specify) _________________________________

Liberal/General Studies

Life Sciences (Biology, Zoology)

Mathematics

Philosophy

Physical sciences (physics, chemistry, astronomy)

Politics, Government, or Political Science

Psychology

Public administration

Religion

Sociology

Undecided

Visual or performing arts (music, theater)

Other (please specify) _________________________________
40) Are you enrolled (or were you most recently enrolled) as a 


Full-time student


Part-time student

41) Your sex 


Male


Female
42) How do you identify yourself racially or ethnically? (Please mark all that apply.) 


American Indian or Native American


Asian American or Pacific Islander


Black or African American


Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin


White/Caucasian


Other/Additional (please specify) _____________________________________

43) In what country were you born? 


U.S.
  
Other (please specify) _______________________________________________

44) Are you a U.S. citizen? 


No

Yes

45) Were your parents born in the United States or in another country? 


Both in U.S.


One in U.S., one in another country


Both in another country


Don’t know

48) Which of the following best describes your religion or spiritual beliefs? 

 
Catholic
 
Evangelical or Fundamentalist Christian
 
Jewish
 
Muslim

Protestant

Another religion (please specify) _________________________________________


Spiritual but not religious

Not religious

49) When classes are in session, are you typically employed full-time, part-time, or not employed? 


Full-time (35 hours/week or more)

Part-time


Not employed

50) Which best describes your overall GPA at college? (If this is your first semester of college, please report your expected GPA.) 


1.9 or below

2.0 - 2.5

2.6 - 3.0

3.1 - 3.5

3.6 - 4.0
51) What is the highest academic degree that you expect to obtain? 


None


Vocational certificate


Associate’s degree/AA or equivalent


Bachelor’s degree/BA or BS


Professional degree (JD, MBA, MD, MSW, etc.)


Graduate degree (MA or PhD)

52) What was the last year of school that your mother and father or other guardians completed? 
	
	Some high school or less
	High school diploma or GED
	Vocational/ technical education after high school
	Some college courses after high school
	Associate's degree/ 

AA
	Bachelor's degree/ 

BA or BS
	Graduate or professional degree

	Mother (or female guardian)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Father (or male guardian)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


53) Please indicate your age category:


  17 or below

  18-24 years old


  25-34 years old
  35-44 years old

  45 or above

Finally, is there anything else you want to tell us about the issues raised in this survey? We also welcome any feedback you have about the survey. (You may write as much as you like below or on the back of this page.) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Congratulations!
You've successfully completed the survey! Thank you very much for your time.
